
  Chapter 10: Language  239	

Preposing works (results in a grammatical 
or legal sentence) only when certain kinds of 
whole phrases or constituents are moved to 
the front. Thus, it isn’t legal to say, “Naughty 
dog, I’m mad at my,” “Price, I will not pay that 
inflated,” or “Mountain, the hikers climbed 
furiously up the.” Tree diagrams such as the 
ones in Figure 10.2 provide answers to which 
parts of the sentence form constituents and 
therefore are candidates for preposing.

It is interesting that this kind of analysis of 
sentences explains an apparent paradox. The 
following four sentences are all “legal”:

  (5)	 Kimmie rang up Emily.

  (6)	 Timothy stood up his job interviewer.

  (7)	 Carol looked up the definition.

  (8)	 Isaac ran up the street.

Preposing the phrase “up the street” in 
Sentence 8 results in a legal sentence:

(8a)	 Up the street, Isaac ran.

But none of the other sentences can undergo 
preposing in this way, as the following illegal 
sentences (marked with asterisks) show:

(5a)	 *Up Emily, Kimmie rang.

(6a)	 *Up his job interviewer, Timothy 
stood.

(7a)	 *Up the definition, Carol looked.

Figure 10.3 provides tree diagrams of Sentences 5 through 8 and shows that in 
Sentences 5 through 7 the word up is part of the constituent involving the verb and 
hence must stay with the verb in the sentence. However, in Sentence 8 the word up is 
a part of the constituent “up the mountain,” so it is perfectly acceptable to prepose it 
as long as the entire constituent gets moved.

How can we concisely summarize this discussion of what can and can’t be legally 
preposed? Linguists do so by formulating constraints on syntactic rules like this: 
Only constituents labeled as being whole phrases—for example, nodes marked as 
NP or VP (verb phrase)—can undergo movement from one position in a sentence 
to another. Such rules describe the ways parts of sentences are formed and work 
together.

Linguists have proposed a variety of syntactic rules as well as a variety of kinds of 
syntactic rules. For example, Chomsky (1965) proposed one set of rules, called phrase 
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 Figure 10.3: Tree diagram 
of Sentences 5 through 8.


